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The initial experimentalconfirmationof the existenceof the cis rotamerof formic acid, HCOOH, wasbasedon a small numberof
purerotationaltransitionsin the microwave region [W. H. Hocking,Z. Naturforsch. 31a, 1113–1121(1976)]. Sincethen,therehave
beenno furtherreportof theobservationof spectralfeaturesattributableto this species.In orderto extendthestudyof thespectrumof
cis-HCOOHwe have recordedthefar infraredspectrumof HCOOHfrom 30 to 100cm
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(Oberpfaffenhofen).This spectrumhasnow
beensupplementedby millimeterwavemeasurements(Kharkov) andsubmillimeterwavemeasurements(Köln), sothataveryextensive
setof datais now availablefor bothrotamers.Theanalysisof thespectrum(Giessen,Kharkov)hasnow yieldeda morecompletesetof
groundstateconstantsfor eachrotamerthanwaspreviously available,providing in particulara soundbasisfor thesearchfor infrared
transitionsof cis-HCOOH.
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