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Thepastfew yearshave withessedemarkablerogressn the developmenbf electronicspectroscopasa high resolutiontechniquefor
thestudyof the structuref large moleculesandtheir complexes. Thistalk will review thatprogresswith examplegakenfrom ourown
work atthe Universityof Pittsturgh. We arenow routinelyrecordingspectrawith aresolutionof 10 MHz in theultraviolet. Of particular
interestare (a) the extentto which a givensystemis "rigid”, or not; (b) the appearancef perturbationsn the spectraincludingthose
producedby externalfields), andwhat canbe learnedfrom them; and (c) what might be going on whena resoled spectrumcannot
be obsered, atall. We will compareand contrastthe resultsfor several systemsjn orderto establisha connectiorbetweerthe high
resolutionexperimentandthe dynamicsof chemicalreactionsalik ely focusof future studiesin thisfield.
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