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Yitrium dicarbideis the only gas-phasenetaldicarbideto be detectedsia an opyical spectroscopitechniqué. Herewe reporton our
preliminaryanalysisof the optical Starkspectrunof the YCC. Numerousbranchfeaturesn theK’=1—K"'=0 sub-bandf the 3) A%A;-

X2A; transitionnear13225cm~! wererecordedn the presencef a variablestaticelectricfield. A nearlineartuning of the spectral
featuress obsered indicatinga neardegenerag of the asymmetrycomponetf the excited state. Thdinear tuning was modeledto

give u =1.5656D for the (0,0,1)vibrationalevel of the A%A; state.
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