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Yttrium dicarbideis theonly gas-phasemetaldicarbideto bedetectedvia anopyical spectroscopictechnique
�
. Herewe reporton our

preliminaryanalysisof theopticalStarkspectrumof theYCC. Numerousbranchfeaturesin theK
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=0 sub-bandof the3
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wererecordedin thepresenceof a variablestaticelectricfield. A nearlinear tuningof thespectral

featuresis observed indicatinga neardegeneracy of the asymmetrycomponetsof the excited state.Thelinear tuning wasmodeledto
give � =1.5656D for the(0,0,1)vibrationallevel of theA

�
A � state.
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