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In 1773,H. M. Rouelle’s discovery of ureain humanurinesupportedtheoriesthatorganicchemicalscouldbemodifiedby chemistry,
but couldonly beproducedthroughavital forcein living plantsandanimalsa. Thetheoryof Vitalismwasbadlydamagedin 1828when
FriedrichWöhlersynthesizedureafrom inorganicstartingmaterials.Indeed,ureawasthefirst organiccompoundever to besynthesized
from inorganic compounds.Today, ureais thoughtto have playeda significantrole in prebioticchemistry. Extraterrestrialureawas
first detectedin two samplesof the Murchinsonmeteoriteb. In this paper, we report the first detectionof gas-phaseinterstellarurea
[(NH � ) � CO]. We usedtheBIMA c Array to detectureaemissionfrom thehot molecularcoreSgrB2(N-LMH) at

�
= 3 mm (9 ��� � -8 ��� � ,

9 ��� � -8 ��� 	 , and10��� 
�� -9 ��� � ), andat
�

= 1 mm(20��� �� -19��� 
� , 20��� 
� -19��� 
�� , and21��� ��
 -20��� ��� ). Wewill comparetheureacolumndensity
anddistributionwith thoseof othermoleculesof biologicalinterestin SgrB2(N-LMH).
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